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can say with new focus to our Amer-
ican heroes, ‘“‘God bless our law en-
forcement community.”

I don’t expect to give such a speech
without having some folks respond
positively and some even negatively.
But this night, this day, knowing that
tomorrow in Texas our current Presi-
dent, our former President, and a num-
ber of folks throughout the State of
Texas will be together in a part of our
family territory, celebrating the sac-
rifices, mourning the loss, but doing
something that needs to be done. It is
simply this: not coming as a Democrat,
not coming as a Republican, not com-
ing as a Black American, not coming
as a White American, not coming as a
Hispanic American, but coming to a
family gathering for family funerals—
plural—which hopefully will start a
family conversation that I will look
forward to continuing on Wednesday.

Madam President, I thank you.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I wish to commend the Senator from
South Carolina for an extraordinary
speech. I look forward to hearing the
two subsequent speeches that the Sen-
ator from South Carolina is going to
make on the subject. No one better ex-
presses in stronger and more persua-
sive terms what needs to be said in the
wake of these tragedies than the Sen-
ator from South Carolina, and I con-
gratulate him on his outstanding re-
marks.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHI-
TECTS LAS VEGAS CHAPTER

Mr. REID. Madam President, today I
wish to recognize the 60th anniversary
of the American Institute of Archi-
tects, or AIA, Las Vegas chapter.

Established in 1857, the AIA works to
elevate the architecture profession
throughout the United States. In Ne-
vada, a small group of architects joined
together to promote a high standard of
architecture and started the first AIA
chapter in Las Vegas in 1956. At first,
the chapters were so small that indi-
vidual members took turns acting as
president. The organization has grown
into one of the leading professional or-
ganizations in my State, and the Las
Vegas chapter recently elected excep-
tional leaders from its membership, in-
cluding the current president, Brett
Ewing, and the president-elect, Jon
Sparer.

The Las Vegas Chapter of AIA has
played a distinct role in the expansion
of Las Vegas and Clark County. With
the incredible growth in Nevada, archi-
tects have played a key role in design-
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ing iconic properties on the Las Vegas
Strip and housing developments
throughout the valley. AIA members
developed many of the same entertain-
ment venues that accommodate tour-
ists and provide essential jobs for Ne-
vadans. The creative genius of archi-
tects was essential to transforming Las
Vegas into the ‘“‘Entertainment Capitol
of the World,” which welcomes more
than 50 million visitors annually.

Members of the ATA have made a sig-
nificant and positive contribution to
the security, arts, culture, beauty, and
livability of our community. Southern
Nevada is a better place to live and
work because of the efforts of ATA Las
Vegas. I appreciate and admire the
dedicated professionals of the AIA, and
I wish them continued success for
years to come as they design the future
of Las Vegas.

———

TRIBUTE TO CYNTHIA LUMMIS

Mr. ENZI. Madam President, each
year the Wyoming Agriculture Hall of
Fame asks for nominations of farmers,
ranchers, and others who contribute to
the agriculture industry in Wyoming.
After the nominations are received, a
panel of three judges selects those who
will be added to the hall of fame. This
yvear U.S. Representative CYNTHIA LUM-
MIS is one of the hall’s inductees. 1
think it’s fitting that CYNTHIA is being
added to the hall of fame’s roster on its
25th anniversary because her participa-
tion, encouragement, and support of
our State’s farmers and ranchers de-
serve to be recognized on a momentous
occasion for the Hall itself.

CYNTHIA has a long background in ag-
riculture, beginning on her family’s
ranch on Crow Creek. Growing up, she
learned about the importance of being
a good steward of the land, how to tend
her family’s livestock, and how to
make good use of all the resources that
were at her disposal. She also partici-
pated in 4-H, raising shorthorn cattle.
Over time CYNTHIA became a skilled
horseman, and she used that talent to
good effect at the world’s largest out-
door rodeo: Cheyenne Frontier Days.

In fact, CYNTHIA was such an impor-
tant addition to the ‘“‘Daddy of ‘em
All” that she is also being inducted
into the Cheyenne Frontier Days Hall
of Fame this year. It is worth noting
that her parents, Doran and Enid, and
her whole family have already been in-
ducted into that hall, but this year,
CYNTHIA will be recognized for her sin-
gular contributions, from repairing pa-
rade costumes to serving as ‘‘Miss
Frontier.” CYNTHIA is fully deserving
of that honor, and this is just another
example of the mark she has left on
every corner of our State.

At the University of Wyoming, CYN-
THIA received degrees in animal science
and biology and was a member of the
rodeo team. She then became the
youngest woman ever elected to the
Wyoming Legislature and also earned a
law degree from UW. She put that de-
gree to use as a clerk for the Wyoming
Supreme Court and in private practice.
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After serving 14 years in the Wyo-
ming House and Senate, where she fo-
cused largely on agriculture and nat-
ural resources issues, CYNTHIA served
as Governor Geringer’s policy director
and was then elected State treasurer.
While serving as treasurer, CYNTHIA be-
came the first woman on the Cheyenne
Frontier Days board of directors. For
all of these reasons and more, CYNTHIA
was named a 2005 Outstanding Alumna
for the University of Wyoming College
of Agriculture.

But CYNTHIA wasn’t done fighting for
Wyoming or the agriculture industry.
In 2008, she took the next step in her
political career and was elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives. CYNTHIA
has proven to be up to the challenge of
being our State’s lone voice in the
House, and I have been proud to work
with her.

Through all of this, CYNTHIA has been
active in the operations of the Lummis
family ranch. I am sure she will con-
tinue to work on behalf of the State
and the industry that she has loved her
entire life.

I want to extend my congratulations
to CYNTHIA for everything she has ac-
complished and for her induction into
the Wyoming Agriculture Hall of
Fame. She would be the first to say she
couldn’t have done it alone, so I also
want to recognize CYNTHIA’s family and
in particular her daughter, Annaliese,
and her husband, Al. For years, CYN-
THIA and Alvin were a team that took
on the issues that will direct the future
of Wyoming and our Nation, and I
know Alvin would be so proud of her
recognition in the Wyoming Agri-
culture Hall of Fame.

REMEMBERING SERGEANT DAVID
THATCHER

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, I
want to recognize SGT David Thatcher,
a member of the Greatest Generation
and a true American hero, who sadly
passed away on June 22, 2016, in Mis-
soula, MT. Born on July 31, 1921, in
Bridger, MT to homesteaders, Joseph
and Dorothea Thatcher, David grew up
in Montana during the Great Depres-
sion.

David enlisted in the U.S. Army Air
Corps and in 1942 volunteered to go on
a secret mission that ultimately be-
came the Doolittle Raid on Tokyo. He
was a crew member on plane No. 7, the
Ruptured Duck, which crash landed in
water off China after their bombing
mission. His heroic efforts saved the
lives of his badly injured crew mem-
bers, and with the help of local Chinese
guerillas, he helped his crew evade Jap-
anese troops and make their way to
safety.

Sergeant Thatcher’s actions and
those of all of the Doolittle’s Raiders
were nothing but heroic, yet Sergeant
Thatcher was a humble man and did
not feel he did anything great. He just
felt he was doing his job. Doing his job,
however, helped to win a war and main-
tain our freedom as a nation. Sergeant
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